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AUGUST 13 MEETING PREVIEW  

Steven Bower—Kingsport Economic Development 

Born and raised in Johnson City, 

Tennessee, Steven Bower earned a 

bachelor’s degree in Political 

Science and a Master of Public 

Administration with a 

concentration in Economic 

Development from East Tennessee 

State University.  He began his 

career in Washington, DC, with 

Potomac Advocates, a government 

consulting firm specializing in the 

defense industry and also served 

six years as a Calvary Scout in the Tennessee Army National Guard.   

After completing the University of Tennessee Institute of Public 

Service’s immersive internship program, Steven joined the City of 

Kingsport, where he served as Economic Development Specialist for 

three years before being named Interim Economic Development 

Director in December 2023 and officially appointed Director in July 

2024.  A Tennessee Certified Economic Developer, he also serves on 

the Kingsport Economic Development Board and the Downtown 

Kingsport Association Boards. 

Steven enjoys hiking, swimming and anything associated with the 

Tennessee Vols! 
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AUGUST 12, 2026 MEETING 
SUMMARY Attendance was 58.8%  

 

August 12 Meeting Summary 
Co-President Aundrea Salyer presided over the club's noon meeting at The Meadows at MeadowView. Andrew 
Palmeter and Lindsey Franks returned as guests, both pending membership. Jane Crawford led the invocation 
and pledge, and Co-President Sharon Moore delivered Sunshine with a lighthearted look at the season's rain 
and sunshine. The club celebrated birthdays for Gary Bridges and Ambre Torbett, Rotary anniversaries for 
Leslie Lynch (23 years) and Rebecca Beck (8 years), and wedding anniversaries for Ambre Torbett (32 years) 
and Emily Ball (16 years). Members also honored Wirt Taylor for 59 years of Rotary service. 

Announcements included Gallery Night at Create Appalachia on August 13, confirmation of Friends of Warriors' 
Path State Park as the 2026–27 signature project, and a save-the-date for the Polio Plus Day program on 
October 21. Aundrea shared a one-page summary of the Membership Engagement Survey results, followed by 
committee reports. 

Wirt Taylor introduced speaker David Hoover, whose program "Famous Tennesseans" focused on Andrew 
Johnson, sharing little-known facts about the Greeneville tailor who rose to the presidency. Members closed 
with the Four-Way Test. 

Membership Engagement Survey 
Results 
The Annual Membership Feedback survey ran July 1–31 and drew 19 
submissions from 18 unique members, with individual names 
withheld. Fellowship was the clear heart of the club — 16 of 18 
members named friendship and time together as what makes a 
meeting valuable. Quality programs ranked second (14 members), 
and half tied their engagement to hands-on service. Youth and 
school projects resonated most, followed by parks and beautification 
and housing work. 

Asked what to improve, eight members cited growing membership 
and attendance, five asked to spread the workload more evenly, and 
three called for stronger planning and vision. Members also want 
greater community visibility, more program variety, and more 
fellowship outside the meeting hour. Two survey concerns are 
already resolved: the venue move to The Meadows and the meeting-
room audio. Five recommended actions are underway, including a 
Membership Growth and Engagement committee, a rolling 90-day 
program calendar, and additional fellowship events. Two are 
proposed for board consideration: a committee and role matrix 
capping assignments, and referring virtual attendance and a multi-
club merger study to the board. 
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President’s Corner 

 

 

New Member Applications 

Andrew Palmeter 
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President’s Corner 

 

 

New Member Applications 

Lindsey Franks 
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President’s Corner 

 

 

New Member Applications 

Amy Charles 
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President’s Corner 

 

Membership Survey 

Results 
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Rotary Voices 

The two earthquakes that struck Venezuela on 24 June changed the life of the entire nation, especially those living in the 
central region. From the very first hours after the disaster, I witnessed the structural damage in the capital and 
throughout La Guaira, transforming what was once a vibrant tourist destination into an area devastated by the 
catastrophe. 

In the city of Caracas, the damage my fellow Rotary members and I have witnessed produces a dissonant impact for those 

By Miguel R. Dos Santos, Rotaract Club of Universidad Central de Venezuela, Caracas, Venezuela 

Responding to earthquakes 
in Venezuela 

Rescue workers search debris following earthquakes in Venezuela in June. 
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Continued from Page 7 

of us who have resided in the area since an early age — developing a contrast between the city built by our parents and 
grandparents and the ruins that remain to this day in some of the affected areas. 

In the state of La Guaira, the hardest-hit region, there has been a tragic loss of life, while countless families hold onto hope 
in the search for their missing loved ones. That hope endures in our society and is sustained by the immediate, constant, 
and tireless efforts of the rescue teams remaining on the ground, as well as by civil society organizations —including our 
Rotary and Rotaract clubs — that continue to provide aid, assistance, and support programs to those affected. 

In both cities, there is a sharp and rapid increase in priorities requiring immediate attention, some stemming from the 
double earthquake and others due to the precariousness of vulnerable sectors within the affected population. Medical 
care, psychosocial support, and nutritional assistance have emerged as fundamental priorities. 

Short- and medium-term efforts are being developed to relocate affected families, establish communities in usable areas 
lacking urban development, and create provisional and/or temporary camps to provide the daily living needs of those 
affected by the earthquakes. 

It’s essential to point out that all these relief efforts are being carried out by organized civil society, maintaining a joint 
effort with international support that is allowing the most affected people to regain control over their own lives. It is also 
necessary to highlight that the captivating place held in our memories is a utopian space currently battered. 

However, as a result of the tireless work of its residents, the solidarity that characterizes Venezuelans, and the 
international support delivered to our communities, a glimpse of hope emerges as a guiding light in every conversation, 
breaking through language barriers and raising a smile on the faces of those facing this catastrophe on the front lines. 

The situation on the ground reveals a reality for which none of us could have been completely prepared. However, it is a 
reality that demands all of us to act with solidarity and provide meaningful support to the thousands of people whose 
lives have been devastated by this disaster. 
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MEMBERSHIP AND NEW CLUB 

DEVELOPMENT MONTH  

AUGUST 2026 

October 2-3, 2026—Erwin Apple Festival—Club Members Assist in Selling Apple Butter See sign Up Sheet 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 

 

3 4 5 

Joey Christian—

Dobyns Bennett 

6 

 

7 
 

8 

9 

 

10 11 12 
David Hoover—
Famous 
Tennesseans 

13 

Club Social 

Event 

14 

 

15 

 

16 17 18 19 
Steven Bower—
Kingsport Economic 
Development 

20 21 
 

22 
 

23 

 

24 25 26 

Jake Weaver—The 

Blake  Assisted 

Living Facility 

27 28 29 

30 

 

31      

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Aug 07—Gary Bridges 

Aug 14—Ambre Torbett 

MEMBERSHIP  ANNIVERSARIES 

Aug-01—Deborah Adams—31 Years 

Aug-15—Leslie Lynch—23 Years 

Aug 16—Rebecca Beck—8 Years 

Aug 24—Heather Cook—15 Years 

Aug 26—Karen Short—1 Year 

Aug 26—Linda Figliolino—1 Year 

Aug 28—Jennifer Salyer—13 Years 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

Aug 13—Ambre Torbett—32 Years 

Aug 14—Emily Ball—16 Years 

Aug 19—Tom Todd—65 Years 

Aug 25—Bill Adams—63 Years 

Aug 27—Ken Calvert—49 Years 

Aug 29—Leslie Lynch—56 Years 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Rotary Club of Kingsport 
District 7570 | Area 13 | Club 5739 

 

Meets every Wednesday at Noon 
at 

The MeadowView Conference Center 
1901 Meadowview Pkwy Kingsport, TN  

H OW TO F I ND  U S  

 

 facebook.com/RotaryClubofKingsport/ 
  
 
 @RotaryClubofKingsport 
 
 
  KingsportRotaryClub@gmail.com 
 
 
  KingsportRotaryClub.org 

INTERNATIONAL & DISTRICT 

OFFICERS: 
RI PRESIDENT:  

Francesco Arezzo 

DISTRICT 7570 GOVERNOR:  

Charlotte Whitted 

AREA 13 GOVERNOR: 

Joseph (Joe) Ley 

DISTRICT SECRETARY:  

Andrea Milliron 

DISTRICT TREASURER: 

Peter K. Howard 

DISTRICT FOUNDATION CHAIR: 

Paula K. Alston 

LOCAL CLUBS FOR MAKE-UPS 

Club Info 

1 | Is it the TRUTH? 

2 | Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3 | Will it build GOODWILL & BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

4 | Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
THE FOUR-WAY TEST 

CLUB OFFICERS: 
CO-PRESIDENTS-:  

 Sharon Moore | 901.230.3919 

 Aundrea Salyer | 423-863-6914 

kingsportrotaryclub@gmail.com  

 

VICE-PRESIDENT: 

 

TREASURER:  

John Fleming | 423.579.0059 

SECRETARY: 

Kaylee Feathers | 423-967-4667 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY:  

Kathleen McLaughlin | 423.429.8421 

CLUB DIRECTORS: 

Kitty Frazier | 423.534.1745 

Linda Coffey | 423-956-9775 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: 

Leslie Lynch | 520.425.2259 

THURSDAY 

7:15 AM | Johnson City Morning—Food City 

Community Room, 920 N. State of Franklin 

Rd., Johnson City, TN 

Noon | Kingsport-Downtown—Food City 

Crown Center, 1205 N. Eastman Road, 

Kingsport, TN 

AVAILABLE 24/7—

www.RotaryeClubOne.org 

MONDAY 

Noon | Tri-Cities—Northeast State Community 

College, Pierce Admin Bldg., Room P309, 

Blountville, TN 

6:00 PM | Johnson City Evening—Howard 
Hunt’s Edward Jones Office, 4018 Roan St., 

Johnson City, TN 

TUESDAY  

7:15 AM | Scott County—Scott Co. Park & Golf 

Course Clubhouse, 247 Fore Drive,  

Gate City, VA 

7:30 AM | Bristol Morning VA-TN— 

The Summit Co-Work Space (Expedition 

Meeting Room) 1227 Volunteer Pkwy.,  

Bristol, TN 

Noon | Bristol VA-TN—Bristol Train 

Station ,101 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., 

Bristol, VA 

Noon | Johnson City—Johnson City 

Country Club 1901 E Unaka Ave.,  
Johnson City, TN 

Noon | Greeneville—Tusculum University, 

Niswonger Commons Pioneer Café, 60 Shiloh 

Road,  Greeneville, TN 

WEDNESDAY 

7:00 AM | Greeneville-Morning—Laughlin 

Memorial Hospital Cafeteria Conference 

Room, Greeneville, TN 

7:30 AM | Kingsport-Sunrise—Food City Press 

Room, Suite 300, 200 Clinchfield St., 

Kingsport, TN 

Noon | Unicoi County—Town Hall, 211 N. 

Main St., Erwin, TN 

Noon | Elizabethton—First Christian Church of 

Elizabethton, Fellowship Hall, 513 Hattie Ave., 

Elizabethton, TN 
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